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were to be given only to fit persons. Babun and
Silindu were not fit persons, therefore no permits
could be given to them. That was all.
They returned to the compound amazed, over-
whelmed. Babun explained to Silindu the real cause
of the headman's act, the proposal of Fernando and
its reception. It was clear that the two men would
stop at nothing, that they had determined upon the
complete ruin of Silindu's family, unless Punchi
Menika were given up. For if no chena were given,
it meant starvation; for they had at the utmost
food only for a month, and besides that nothing but
their debts. They saw that Baba Sinno was but
a foil; they did not dare to turn him out by force,
because they had no permits which would give them
the right to do so. If they had felt that there was
any one in the village who would openly take their
part, it would have been different; but they knew
that no one would dare to side with them against
the headman and Fernando, who already held the
whole village enmeshed in their debt.
The more they discussed it the more horrible be-
came their fear. In a month they would be starving
or forced to leave the village. There was only one
thing for them to do, to put the whole case before
the Assistant Government Agent. Babun set off for
Kamburupitiya next morning with this object. His